[Social networks and mental disease].
This is a three-purpose study: (a) Furthering a definition of social network analysis since such a theoretical and methodological approach is of great interest to studying social interaction, (b) Analyzing the social networks within one psychiatric case study in order to build up a network interaction model aiming at fostering future research, this interaction model being used as a concept framework, and (c) Discussing how fruitful research on social networks can prove to be in connection with the treatment of the mentally ill, as well as considering the protective and supportive functions of these networks.